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see how little imagination they had and how feeble
was their knowledge of aerodynamics, compared with
what Caley knew in 1808, and what Horatio Phillips
knew in 1860, and what String-fellow and Henson
knew in 1840. The outstanding genius of all was old
man Levavasseur who built the lovely 'Antoinette'
monoplanes in 1909-10-11 and 12, with their steam-
cooled, direct-injection motors.

' The one thing that distinguished the whole lot of
them from the normal sub-human inhabitant of the
countries in which they worked was the fact that they
were all honest seekers after truth. And to the extent
that the average human being is sub-human we may,
by a stretch of imagination, call the pioneers of aviation
supermen, assuming that the normal man, like normal
eyesight, is the most abnormal thing in the world.3

I certainly think that the early flying pioneers were
all honest seekers after truth.